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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Final Office Action in response to the communication received 
on November 5, 2007. 

Claims 1-36 are currently pending in this application. Claims 30-35 have been 
withdrawn from further consideration. Claims 3-4 and 18-19 have been amended. 
Claims 1-29 are rejected below. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendments to claims 3-4 and 18-19 are acknowledged. The 
amendments are sufficient to overcome the claim objections set forth in the previous 
Office Action; therefore, the claim objections are withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

3. With regard to the 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejection, Applicant's 
arguments have been found persuasive. Therefore, the 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph rejection is withdrawn. 

With regard to the 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) rejection, Applicant's arguments have been 
fully considered, but found unpersuasive. In the Remarks, Applicant merely reiterates 
the limitations of independent claims 1,16 and 27 without specifically pointing out how 
the limitations are patentably distinct from Howard (U.S. 6,041,173). Applicant's 
arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111 (b) because they amount to a general 
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allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out 
how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references. 
Accordingly, the rejections are maintained and repeated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1,6-11, 14-16, 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Howard (U.S. 6,041,173). 

As per claims 1,16 and 27, Howard teaches a method of integrated natural 
resource management comprising: 

storing and managing resource management information associated with defined 
geographic units in a database, including storing spatial and non-spatial information 
associated with the defined geographic units (col. 3, lines 16-18 and 55-61; col. 4, lines 
21-41; Information such as trees grouped into geographic units (i.e., spatial) as well as 
accounting and forestry management practices (i.e., non-spatial) are stored and 
managed in the database.); 

preparing resource activity plans based on the resource management information 
for use in managing a natural resource within the defined geographic units (col. 4, lines 
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29-41 ; Accounting and forestry management actions (i.e., resource activity plans) are 
maintained in the database.); 

tracking actual results of managing the natural resource according to the 
resource activity plans for use in updating the resource management information (col. 6, 
lines 40-44; The Simulation Control Object tracks the results of management actions 
performed on the resources over a period of time.); and 

updating the resource management information based on the tracking of actual 
results (col. 7, lines 37-57; col. 14, line 25; For each simulation performed, the resource 
management information is tracked and updated.). 

As per claim 6, Howard teaches the information comprises feedback from actual 
results of managing the natural resource according to the resource activity plans (col. 6, 
lines 40-44; The Simulation Control Object tracks the results of management actions 
performed on the resources over a period of time.). 

As per claims 7 and 22, Howard teaches preparing the resource activity plans 
comprises preparing a plan for harvesting the natural resource within the geographic 
units (col. 2, lines 18-21; col. 4, lines 29-37; The resource activity plans include 
harvesting a natural resource within a geographic unit.). 

As per claims 8 and 23, Howard teaches preparing a plan for developing 
infrastructure for use in supporting harvesting the natural resource (col. 14, lines 52-64; 
col. 1 6, lines 54-62; Table 1 1 ; Several management actions are planned to support the 
harvesting of the natural resource.). 
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As per claims 9 and 24, Howard teaches preparing a plan for maintaining and 
deactivating infrastructure for use in supporting harvesting the natural resource (col. 14, 
lines 52-64; col. 16, lines 54-62; Table 11; Several management actions are planned to 
support the harvesting of the natural resource.). 

As per claims 10 and 25, Howard teaches preparing a plan for reclamation of the 
defined geographic units following the receipt of update information pertaining to the 
effects of harvesting the natural resource (col. 14, lines 52-64; col. 16, lines 54-62; 
Table 1 1 ; Several management actions are planned to support the harvesting of the 
natural resource.). 

As per claims 1 1 and 26, Howard teaches preparing a silviculture related plan 
(col. 4, lines 29-41 ; Management actions include forestry related plans.). 

As per claims 14-15, Howard teaches verifying the resource activity plans comply 
with one or more silviculture prescriptions associated with the defined geographic units, 
including comparing one or more quantitative constraints in the silviculture prescription 
with ecological data stored in the database for the at least one of the defined 
geographic units, (col. 7, line 65-col. 8, line 6). 

As per claim 28, Howard teaches a resource activity management system 
adapted to provide users with views of the resource activity plans and adapted to 
compare the resource activity plans with the actual results tracked by the actual results 
tracking system (col. 2, lines 9-12; Figures 1 and 11). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-5, 12-13, 17-21 , 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Howard (U.S. 6,041 ,173) and Remsoft Inc. 

As per claims 2, 5, 12-13, 17 and 20-21, Howard does not expressly teach the 
activity plans notify a user when a resource activity plan is affected by updates to the 
resource management information; or notifying a user when changes in conditions of 
the resource management information have an impact on resource activity plans. 
However, it was old and well known at the time of Applicant's invention to notify users 
when an activity is affected by a change to the data. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Howard to 
notify a user when an activity plan is affected by an update to the resource information 
because notifying a user makes them aware of a change to a plan, thereby enabling the 
user to take any necessary action in response to the change in a timely manner. 

As per claims 3 and 18, Howard does not expressly teach the resource 
information stored comprises constraint information based on laws and regulations 
applicable to the defined geographic units and wherein the constraint information is 
relied upon in the preparation of resource activity plans. However, it was old and well 
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known at the time of Applicant's invention to adhere to laws and regulations applicable 
to a defined geographic unit in a natural resource management system. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Howard to have the resource information comprise constraints based on laws 
and regulations applicable to defined geographic units because doing so ensures that 
the actions performed on the geographic units adhere to the particular laws and 
regulations of those units. 

As per claims 4 and 19, Howard does not expressly teach the information 
comprises constraint information based on customer orders for the natural resource or 
for products derived from the natural resource and wherein the said constraint 
information is relied upon in the preparation of resource activity plans. However, 
Howard does teach tracking income, expenses and rate of return (col. 14, line 64-col. 
15, line 2; col. 18, lines 35-65), which can be affected by customer orders. Additionally, 
it was old and well known at the time of the invention to use the demand for an item 
(i.e., customer orders) as a constraint for how much of the item to produce so as to 
maximize revenue and profit. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Howard to have the information be 
constrained by customer orders for the natural resource or products derived from the 
natural resource because doing so provides the simulation system with additional data 
to use, thereby providing the system with comprehensive data with which to model its 
accounting data such as income, expenses and rate of return (col. 18, lines 35-65). 
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As per claim 29, Howard does not explicitly teach the customer tracking system 
adapted to store and track customer information and requirements including delivery 
requirements wherein product inventory movements can be monitored by the product 
inventory management system to verify that actual product inventory that is in the 
process of being harvested for delivery will be delivered to customers in accordance 
with delivery requirements of such customers. However, it was old and well known at 
the time of Applicant's invention to have a delivery schedule with a harvest schedule, 
including the delivery requirements. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add a delivery requirements feature 
for the inventory being harvested to provide an efficient means for moving the product 
through the distribution/harvesting system. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,753 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3623 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz, can be reached at 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/C. Michelle Tarae/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 

January 21, 2008 



